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The Manga Guide to Physiology provides a fun introduction to physiology in comic form.
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Physiology, the study of normal functions and processes in the human body, is a standard class for

everyone who studies in a medically related field, and is frequently part of a biology major as well. It

can be taken as part of a biology honors program in some high schools, often combined with

anatomy.While physiology is not particularly difficult to learn and understand, a lot of memorization

is required, and for most students the acquisition of the required vocabulary can be challenging.The

Manga Guide to Physiology can be a useful adjunct to someone taking a physiology class, or may

be a valued introduction to the concepts of physiology fro someone considering the class. We learn

in different ways, the Manga approach uses a visual (think graphical novel) and written didactic

approach, and combines them in story form to hold our interest. The didactic portion of each chapter

is brief (~ 10 pages) but well written, and does a good job of answering some of the questions that

might arise when reading the comics. Some of the chapters are merely introductory to the subject,



and lack much detail. e.g. Cells, Genes, and Reproduction. But the important vocabulary is

introduced, a stepping-stone to more advanced knowledge.Many will find it easier to digest than a

standard text of physiology. And the graphical presentation will likely hold their interest better than

the usual textbook.The chapters each focus on an organ system, and include:Circulatory

SystemRespiratory SystemDigestive SystemKidneysBody Fluids (blood, ions in the blood stream,

etc.
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